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Texas power grid president and CEO
�red for winter storm outages
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It’s a cold world.

The leader of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas was �red Wednesday night, weeks

after much of the state lost power during a winter storm.

ERCOT’s board of directors gave President and CEO Bill Magness a 60-day termination

notice, Houston CBS af�liate KHOU reported. The board will immediately begin

searching for Magness’ replacement.

More than 50 deaths have been linked to the storm, which devastated the unprepared

state, knocking out power and water for millions of people beginning Valentine’s Day.

Texas is the only state in the lower 48 with a power grid largely disconnected from the

rest of the country.

Bill Magness, president and CEO of the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, testifies Feb. 25 in Austin as the Committees
on State Affairs and Energy Resources hold a joint public hearing to consider the factors that led to statewide electrical
blackouts. (Eric Gay/AP)
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Five members of ERCOT’s board of directors resigned a week after the storm. Lt. Gov.

Dan Patrick called for Magness’ resignation Monday, the Texas Tribune reported.
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Patrick, Magness and Gov. Greg Abbott have been among the Texas leaders passing the

buck for the state’s disastrous response to less than a foot of snow. ERCOT was forced to

order controlled blackouts beginning Feb. 15 to keep the entire grid from collapsing.

A 1990 report from the Public Utilities Commission of Texas pointed out several

problems with Texas’ power grid that could be exposed in a winter storm. Three decades

later, those problems became deadly.

“When the person in charge says, ‘Oh, by the way, you need to winterize your pipes,’ you

should actually do that,” energy expert Robert McCullough said. “The word stupid comes

to mind.”

Public Utilities Commission chair DeAnn Walker resigned Monday and was replaced

Wednesday by Arthur D’Andrea, Austin NBC af�liate KVUE reported. The PUC oversees

ERCOT.
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Joseph Wilkinson is a breaking news reporter at the New York Daily News. He is from Pittsburgh
and was previously an intern at Sports Illustrated.

CONNECT

TRIBUNE PUBLISHING

Chicago Tribune

Orlando Sentinel

The Morning Call of Pa.

Daily Press of Va.

The Daily Meal

The Baltimore Sun

Sun Sentinel of Fla.

Hartford Courant

The Virginian-Pilot

Studio 1847

COMPANY INFO

Careers

Help Center

Manage Web Notifications

Contact Us

Site Map

Manage Subscription

MOST READ

Cuomo accuser Charlotte Bennett speaks out, shares details of sexual harassment allegations
1h

‘A day we’ve all been working for’: Disciplinary histories of 83,000 NYPD cops made public
online after court battle
4h

Man, 43, fatally shot on Staten Island street
4h

https://www.nydailynews.com/joseph-wilkinson-staff.html#nt=author-bio
https://www.chicagotribune.com/
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/
https://www.mcall.com/
https://www.dailypress.com/
https://www.thedailymeal.com/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/
https://www.sun-sentinel.com/
https://www.courant.com/
https://www.pilotonline.com/
https://www.studio1847.io/
https://careers.tribpub.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/about/help/#nt=footer
https://www.nydailynews.com/about/ny-web-notifications-20200210-b66rlzvks5aepl5bwf2fuh74gy-story.html#nt=footer
https://www.nydailynews.com/contact-us#nt=footer
https://www.nydailynews.com/sitemap/#nt=footer
https://myaccount.nydailynews.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/trending#nt=recommender-header
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-cuomo-sexual-harassment-bennett-20210304-dfdyhas4yjaotdo5j7wiuiqs5m-story.html#nt=latestnews&rt=chartbeat-flt
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/politics/new-york-elections-government/ny-cuomo-sexual-harassment-bennett-20210304-dfdyhas4yjaotdo5j7wiuiqs5m-story.html#nt=latestnews&rt=chartbeat-flt
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-nypd-cops-disciplinary-records-released-online-20210304-pinesvb4gzh7tl26yul4sr4hly-story.html#nt=latestnews&rt=chartbeat-flt
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-nypd-cops-disciplinary-records-released-online-20210304-pinesvb4gzh7tl26yul4sr4hly-story.html#nt=latestnews&rt=chartbeat-flt
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-fatal-staten-island-shooting-20210304-lwlr2ezlozhevmcqhw7pr2prue-story.html#nt=latestnews&rt=chartbeat-flt
https://www.nydailynews.com/new-york/nyc-crime/ny-fatal-staten-island-shooting-20210304-lwlr2ezlozhevmcqhw7pr2prue-story.html#nt=latestnews&rt=chartbeat-flt


3/4/2021 Texas power grid president and CEO Bill Magness fired - New York Daily News

https://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ny-texas-power-grid-ceo-fired-bill-magness-20210304-5pza5rviijf57lyoer3r5g2n6i-story.html 5/5

Place an Ad

Media Kit

Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

Contests

Special Sections

The Active Times

About Us

Copyright © 2021, New York Daily News

http://placeanad.nydailynews.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/media-kit/#nt=footer
https://www.tribpub.com/privacy-policy/
https://www.tribpub.com/central-terms-of-service/
http://www.nydailynews.com/contests#nt=footer
https://www.nydailynews.com/special-sections/#nt=footer
https://www.theactivetimes.com/
https://www.nydailynews.com/about/#nt=footer

