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Cancel Site C? Horgan says he’ll ‘take action’ if report finds ‘it’s
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BC NDP Leader John Horgan says he still stands by his decision to approve

the Site C. dam nroniect hiit hag hinted that comnletina the dam isn’t a done
https://globalnews.ca/news/7400539/john-horgan-site-c-bc-election/ 1/9


https://ads.revjet.com/click/tag39649/8756688216324116156/1?_crm=2&__ads=00522f5802cc0c87b20913455f783422&adkey=1af&hx=3756769&agrp=eg4886&slot=tag39649&impts=1603136332690&ad=crv62675&_cx=$$CX$$&_cy=$$CY$$&_celt=$$ELT-ID$$&_celtid=$$ELT-IDS$$
https://globalnews.ca/politics/
https://globalnews.ca/author/simon-little/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7400539/john-horgan-site-c-bc-election/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews%2Eca%2Fnews%2F7400539%2Fjohn-horgan-site-c-bc-election%2F
whatsapp://send?text=Cancel%20Site%20C%3F%20Horgan%20says%20he%E2%80%99ll%20%E2%80%98take%20action%E2%80%99%20if%20report%20finds%20%E2%80%98it%E2%80%99s%20the%20wrong%20way%20to%20proceed%E2%80%99%20%7C%20Globalnews.ca%20-%20https%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews%2Eca%2Fnews%2F7400539%2Fjohn-horgan-site-c-bc-election%2F
mailto:?Subject=Cancel%20Site%20C%3F%20Horgan%20says%20he%E2%80%99ll%20%E2%80%98take%20action%E2%80%99%20if%20report%20finds%20%E2%80%98it%E2%80%99s%20the%20wrong%20way%20to%20proceed%E2%80%99%20%7C%20Globalnews.ca&body=%0D%0ACancel%20Site%20C%3F%20Horgan%20says%20he%E2%80%99ll%20%E2%80%98take%20action%E2%80%99%20if%20report%20finds%20%E2%80%98it%E2%80%99s%20the%20wrong%20way%20to%20proceed%E2%80%99%20%7C%20Globalnews.ca%0D%0Ahttps%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews%2Eca%2Fnews%2F7400539%2Fjohn-horgan-site-c-bc-election%2F%0D%0A%0D%0A%0D%0A
https://globalnews.ca/news/7400539/john-horgan-site-c-bc-election/
https://globalnews.ca/
https://globalnews.ca/top-trending
https://globalnews.ca/videos
https://globalnews.ca/national/
https://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-election
https://globalnews.ca/tag/bc-election
https://globalnews.ca/news/7348676/bc-election-2020-how-to-vote/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7357104/bc-election-2020-find-your-riding-results/
https://globalnews.ca/news/7361599/bc-election-2020-promise-tracker/
https://globalnews.ca/
https://globalnews.ca/pages/email-alerts/
https://www.corusent.com/privacy-policy/#adchoices

10/19/2020 Cancel Site C? Horgan says he’ll ‘take action’ if report finds ‘it's the wrong way to proceed’ | Globalnews.ca

MHEN St S M [P L) R ML IS TN N LA S I[C I LI L) WIS MANAT I S L e e

deal.

The comments came in a one-on-one face off with BC Green Leader Sonia
Furstenau during Thursday’s leaders’ debate on CKNW radio.

READ MORE: Letter calls for B.C. to freeze Site C dam project while
geotechnical risks probed

Furstenau asked Horgan if, in light of recent new geotechnical problems with
the project which have cast its timeline and cost into doubt, he would commit
to cancelling the project.

“We made the decision to proceed with it, | stand by that, but new evidence is
coming forward in the next number of weeks,” Horgan responded.

“We’ll take a good hard look at that evidence, and if the science tells us and
the economics tells us it’s the wrong way to proceed, we’ll take appropriate

action.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENT
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B.C. Leaders debate 2020: Is the Site C Dam project the NDP’s dumpster fire?

The project, which was announced by the BC Liberals in 2010 with a
projected cost of $6.6 billion, was re-approved by the NDP in 2017 after a
review. The cost projection at that point ballooned to $10.7 billion, though
some estimates now put the cost at more than $12 billion.

TRENDING STORIES

Ontario reports 704 new coronavirus cases, majority in Toronto,
Ottawa, Peel and York regions

COMMENTARY: COVID-19 cloth mask FAQs — What fabric is best?
How do they work?

New problems with the project, including instability on one of the riverbanks,
were identified as far back as the end of 2019, but only revealed in July
through BC Hydro filings with the BC Utilities Commission.

The report deemed the overall project health “at risk” and noted “additional
scope and design enhancements would be required to further enhance the
foundations of the structures on the right bank, including the powerhouse,
spillways and earthfill dam.”

READ MORE: BC Hydro has ‘serious concerns’ over Site C budget due to
COVID-19 costs, delays

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENT
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Before the election, the NDP government appointed former deputy finance
minister Peter Milburn as a “special adviser” to probe the project’s problems
and costs. Milburn is expected to report back in the coming weeks.

Since then, however, engineers have completed one of the critical project
milestones by diverting the Peace River.

1:55

Site C river diversion now in operation

In her comments, Furstenau pointed to a recent report by energy analyst
Robert McCullough, which found that BC Hydro could save ratepayers $116
million per year by scrapping the project immediately, and accused the NDP
of pursuing the dam despite warnings.

READ MORE: Site C construction reaches major breakthrough at river

diversion tunnel
“It was absolutely not past the point of no return, and we know the report the
(B.C. Utilities Commission) brought forward said we could have generated the

same amount of electricity using clean energy projects,” she said.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW ADVERTISEMENT
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“We could be creating jobs in every part of B.C., and instead we’re just
pouring money down this hole.”
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